
Before the  Board of zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- November 1 6 ,  1966  

Appeal No. 8 9 8 8 - 8 9  Third Church of Chr i s t  Science and Washington 
Daily N e w s ,  appel lants .  

The Zoning Administrator of t h e  District of Columbia, appellee.  

On motion duly made, seconded and ca r r ied  with Mr. 
William F. McIntosh not  vot ing,  t he  following Order was entered 
a t  the  Meeting of the  Board on November 2 9 ,  1966 .  

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- Jan. 1 6 ,  1 9 6 7  

ORDERED : 

That the  appeal f o r  a  variance from the  provisions of Section 
7303 t o  permit loading ber th  less than required s i z e  f o r  proposed 
a l t e r a t i o n  and addi t ion  t o  ex i s t i ng  buildings a t  1218 and 1210 L 
S t r e e t ,  NW., l o t s  25 and 826, square 284, be granted. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) Appellants ' property i s  located i n  a  C-4 Distr ic t .  

(2 )  Lot 826 i s  now occupied by the  o f f i c e s  and publishing 
plantof the  Washington Daily N e w s .  Lot 25 i s  now occupied by achurch 
building. 

( 3 )  It  is  proposed t o  expand the  present  newspaper f a c i l i t i e s ,  
involving t r ans f e r r i ng  the  loading area  f o r  outgoing papers from a 
loading platform a t  the  e a s t  end of the  present  bui lding t o  a  loading 
area a t  t he  north end of the  building. Loading w i l l  be d i r e c t l y  on 
t o  L S t r e e t  ins tead  of i n t o  the  a l l e y  running along the  east s ide  of 
the  property.  

( 4 )  The Daily N e w s  has contracted t o  purchase t he  property a t  
the  corner of 13th and L S t r e e t s  from the  ~ h i r d  Church of Chr is t .  
Possession of t h i s  property i s  contemplated by Apri l  1969. 

(5) After  the  acqu is i t ion ,  t he  plans a r e  t h a t  t he  loading 
area w i l l  continue along L S t r e e t  t o  include the  property now owned 
by t he  Church and the el iminat ion of the  loading area a t  the  rear of 
the  building i n t o  t he  a l l e y  a f t e r  a  new building o r  addi t ion  i s  con- 
s t ruc t ed  a t  13th and L S t r e e t s .  



( 6 )  The p ress  bay of t he  bui ld ing w i l l  run e a s t  and w e s t  
extending from t h e  a l l e y  on t h e  e a s t  end of t he  bui ld ing t o  13th  
S t r e e t  a t  t h e  west end. The presses  w i l l  extend under t h e  a l l e y  
a t  t he  e a s t  and under 13th S t r e e t  a t  t h e  w e s t .  This p ress  
arrangement w i l l  enable the  newspaper t o  p r i n t  approximately 
300 t o  350 thousand papers a day. Present  c i r c u l a t i o n  of t h e  
paper i s  about 240 thousand. 

(7) The bui ld ing i s  so  constructed thatdhe presses  cannot 
be located on a north and south bas i s .  The east and w e s t  arrange- 
ment requ i res  t h a t  loading f a c i l i t i e s  be located t o  the  nor th  of 
t h e  presses .  

( 8 )  Present ly ,  t he  papers come from t h e  presses  t o  a bundling 
room where they a r e  t ransmit ted  by s l i d e  i n t o  t rucks  o r  automobiles 
f o r  de l ivery .  There i s  only t h i r t y - f i v e  f e e t  from the  bui lding l i n e  
t o  t h e  point  a t  which t he  p ress  room begins and i n  t h a t  a rea  t h e  
loading platforms must be located.  

(9 )  Ultimately,  t he  proposed newspaper bui lding w i l l  occupy 
t h e  e n t i r e  nor theas t  corner  of t he  block bounded by 12th,  13th ,  K 
and L S t r e e t s .  There w i l l  no t  be s u f f i c i e n t  north-south depth t o  
make the  loading a rea  conform t o  t h e  Zoning Regulations nor  w i l l  
t h e r e  be the  required height ,  a s  t he  height  w i l l  be less than t e n  
(10) f e e t .  This he ight  and depth w i l l  d i c t a t e  t h e  type of vehic le  
t h a t  can be used by t h e  newspaper. 

(10) Sect ion 7303.2 of the  Zoning Regulations requ i res  t h a t  
a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  except apartment houses have a loading be r th  20 
f e e t  deep ( t h e  f i r s t  ber th)  and a l l  add i t iona l  be r ths  be 45  f e e t  
deep. 

(11) Section 7303.3 requ i res  t h a t  " A l l  loading ber ths  s h a l l  
be 12 f e e t  wide. The f i r s t  required loading ber th '  may have a 
v e r t i c a l  c learance of 10 f e e t  and a l l  add i t iona l  required loading 
ber ths  s h a l l  have a v e r t i c a l  c learance of 1 4  f e e t . "  

(12) No opposi t ion t o  t h e  grant ing  of t h i s  appeal was r eg i s -  
t e red  a t  t he  public  hearing. 

OPINION: 

W e  a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  appe l l an t s  have proved a hardship 
wi th in  t he  meaning of t h e  variance c lause  of the  zoning Regulations 
and t h a t  a den i a l  of t he  requested r e l i e f  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  pecul iar  
and exceptional  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue hardship upon the 



owners. Appellants '  property is such t h a t  t he  arrangement of t he  
press  room has a subs t an t i a l  bearing on the  use of o ther  space i n  
t he  building. 

The requested r e l i e f  can be granted without subs t an t i a l  
detriment t o  t h e  public  good and without subs t an t i a l l y  impairing 
the i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of the  zone plan a s  embodied i n  
the  Zoning Regulations and Map. 


